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For Information

Summary

This report provides governors with an update on news from the School since the 
last meeting of the Board.  Alongside this report, the annual Outreach and 
Partnerships Report for the School is submitted for the Board’s consideration.

Recommendation(s)

Governors are asked to note the report.

Main Report
Academic Report

 The 5th Form and Senior 6th Form have finalised their preparations for GCSE 
and A-level/pre-U examinations, which are now underway.  

 The Perse Coding Competition has been a success and we are progressing 
through the rounds.

 Enrichment and extension competitions aimed at the Junior 6th have been 
advertised and we anticipate a good uptake.  The John Carpenter Essay 
Competition will run again for the Junior 6th across the summer.  These are 
good opportunities for the Junior 6th to finalise their thinking as far as 
university applications are concerned.

 Extension and enrichment reading lists for the pupils who will join the Junior 
6th and Senior 6th in September are being updated and circulated.

 The Extended Projects undertaken by many boys in the Junior 6th have been 
internally marked and moderated, and the results look promising.   Final 
results will come in August.

 The new value-added software – ALPS – is being rolled out, with Heads of 
Department meeting with the Assistant Head (Academic) and/or the Deputy 
Head of Sixth Form for training.

 Various on-line platforms are being trialed in many subjects for the purposes 
of assessment practice and feedback: these offer great potential in terms of 
teaching and learning (e.g. through differentiated questioning, immediate 
feedback, and in guiding teachers as to areas of relative weakness). 



 The 4th Form had an off-timetable day in early May, and engaged in a range 
of cross-curricular activities, focusing on the environment.

 EQI ISI preparation continues with the SEF reflecting the Strategic Vision 
2019-2024.

Co-Curricular Report

 Charity: The Summer Term is always a busy one for the Charity Committee 
and the boys are working hard to raise large sums of money for Tiny Tickers. 
In the last two weeks of term there will be the Sponsored Walk, the 48 Hour 
Sponsored Row and a Charity Concert.

 Sport: The 1st XI Football side won the London Independent Schools FA Cup 
and the Bromley & District Cup. They came agonizingly close to an 
unprecedented treble, losing in the final minute of extra-time in the County 
Cup. The U16 and U18 Basketball sides were both LISBA League 
Champions. The U11, U13, U16 and U18 Table Tennis teams took part in the 
Jack Petchey East London Qualifier Teams Tournament. The U16 and 
U18 teams have qualified for the Jack Petchey London Final. A boy in the 5th 
Form became the England National Individual Champion (U18) and will 
represent England at the British Senior Schools competition, in Guernsey, in 
late June.

 Music: The Spring Concert was a great success, with, for the first time, the 
London Youth Choir participating. The Youth Choir and the CLS Chamber 
Choir sung Benjamin Britten’s Rejoice in the Lamb together. This was 
followed by outstanding performances of Death & The Maiden D.810 
(Schubert) by the Senior String Orchestra and Symphony No.2 ‘Little Russian 
(Tchaikovsky) by the First Orchestra. The Spring Soireé provided the perfect 
showcase for the range of musical interest and talent, and also raised over 
£7000 for the Charity Appeal. The work of the Friends of CLS should be 
acknowledged in helping, alongside the Music Department, to arrange this 
event.

 CCF: The Annual Inspection proved to be a super occasion, notably with 60 
girls from CLSG participating. 

 App Development: A group of boys have developed an App (called Notify), 
which uses machine learning and text recognition techniques to create an 
application which allows for the compiling, learning and testing of notes to be 
far more efficient. They successfully bid for financial backing and are soon to 
launch. They are being mentored by an Old Citizen.

 Duke of Edinburgh Award: We recently had our DofE License renewed, with 
fulsome praise from the organization for our programme. Over 100 boys are 
participating in Gold, Silver and Bronze expeditions this term.

 British Physics Experimental Projects: 3 boys received a Gold award for 
their experimental report on the angles formed by soap films on various three-
dimensional shapes. This is the first time the school has achieved a Gold 
award in this competition and the reports are judged by very strict criteria. In 
at least one previous year no Gold awards were given in the entire country, so 
this is a significant achievement. 



 Public Speaking: CLS were runners-up in the Tacitus Public Speaking 
Competition and a 3rd Form boy won the Corporation of London International 
Churchill Society debating competition.

 Clubs and Societies: The Feminist Society continues to flourish – they meet 
regularly with their equivalent at CLSG, with more than 30 pupils often in 
attendance.  IGEM (an international Biology competition in which we have had 
past success) is running this year in conjunction with CLSG (20+ girls visit 
each week as part of this). There are always new clubs and societies coming 
on stream – for example, a group of Junior Sixth Formers have set up a 
Maths Logic Club, with the assistance of the Maths Department, with a focus 
on preparing students for thinking skills tests (increasingly used for university 
admissions).

 Partnership:  Staff and pupils are benefiting from the School’s partnership 
programme with the City of London Corporation’s Virtual School.  More details 
of this partnership can be found in the Outreach and Partnerships Report.

Pastoral Report

 The School took part in events to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
1994 Genocide against the Tutsis in Rwanda.  Two boys attended the 
commemoration at City Hall and met the Mayor of London.  They were 
commended for their involvement by the Ishami Foundation, as were the Third 
Form, all of whom completed work related to the issue, which was on display 
at City Hall.

 The flag raising will take place at the School in June to celebrate Pride.  Two 
events will take place: one for current boys during morning break, and one in 
the evening at an LGBT+ Alumni event.  A former pupil made an address at 
the boarding school he is attending in the USA (as part of his Gap Year), 
talking about his experiences as a gay pupil at CLS, the support he had 
enjoyed, and the importance of the LGBT+ Society to him.

 Mental Health Week was marked in School with a series of events centred 
around the theme of body image: there were debates in Junior and Senior 
Debating Club, workshops in PSHE, and a talk from Samuel Pollen (author of 
‘The Year I Didn’t Eat’) about his eating disorder.

Appendices

 None
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